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Former Iowans run roughshod over UNI 
By BRIAN PALS, Courier Sports Writer  
CEDAR FALLS -- Northern Iowa just wanted to roll out the welcome mat, not get 
treated like one. 
 
When the Panther wrestling team scheduled Sunday's double-dual, featuring a pair of 
returning Iowans in head coaches Jim Zalesky (Oregon State) and Chris Bono 
(Tennessee-Chattanooga), a season full of promise and possibility still lay ahead. 
 
Since then, UNI has been cut to the bone by injuries, illness and ineligibility, and 
Sunday's matches at the McLeod Center resulted in a pair of losses that dropped the 
Panthers to 0-5 in duals for the season.  

"Right now, we're a band of misfits," said Panther head coach Brad Penrith. "We've 
got one kid (Kyle Anson) who just moved up a weight, we had to pull a redshirt 
freshman (Grant Ruge) out, and we've got one kid (Alex Dolly) who's got a pretty bad 
ankle, so we've had to wrestle somebody else in that place. There's a lot of things that 
this team needs to address." 
 
The Panthers' pain did mean a happy homecoming for the two visiting coaches. 
 
Bono, a Gilbert native and former national champion at Iowa State, is in his rookie 
season at Chattanooga, which improved to 7-0 with a 21-12 win over Oregon State 
and a 25-16 win over the Panthers. 
 
"There is some emotion in coming back here with all the memories in the state of Iowa, 
but I'm trying to get away from that," Bono said. "I'm at Chattanooga now, and that's 
what we're focused on." 
 
The Moccasins, ranked No. 18 in the latest NWCA poll, got a big day from 19th-ranked 
174-pounder Lloyd Rogers, who upset Oregon State's seventh-ranked Jeremy Larson 
with a 4-3 decision, while also pinning UNI's Curt Zinnel. 
 
For Zalesky, the meet was his first competition in the state since being let go at Iowa, 
the team he led to three national titles in his nine seasons as head coach. 
 
"It was good to get back here and see some people -- it was a good experience," 
Zalesky said. "I kind of wanted to get back and see some of my family and give them a 
chance to watch us wrestle." 
 
The Beavers got a huge leg up in their match with UNI when Kyle Larson scored an 
upset pin over 12th-ranked C.J. Ettelson at 141. Ettelson took the first real shot of the 
match and wound up out of position, allowing Larson to roll him for the fall at the 1-
minute, 47-second mark. 
 
"(Ettelson) went for something that he actually had but, when they hit, he lost his 
balance and the guy came out on top," Penrith said. "That's part of wrestling, and it's 
not his fault that we lost the dual. It's a big swing, but there's a lot of other things that 
went into that." 
 
The Panthers' lineup has also been thrown off-kilter by the loss of heavyweight Tyler 
Rhodes, who missed out on some needed academic credits while attending to the 
birth of his child. 
 
"He just got back on Monday, and he still needs to get a hold of his professors," 
Penrith said. "We've just got to wait, and it's a process that's going to take its toll on 
us." 
 
Not all was doom and gloom for the Panthers. Junior college transfer Dallas Mitchell 
(Minnesota West Community and Technical College), scored a pair of decisions, 
blanking Chattanooga's Mike Marable, 7-0, and coming up with a late takedown to 
edge Oregon State's Kyle Bressler, 7-4. 
 
The Panthers also got two wins apiece from 157-pounder Moza Fay, who improved to 
19-7, and sixth-ranked 165-pounder Nick Baima, who is now 21-4. 
 
UNI returns to the UNI-Dome on Saturday and Sunday, when it hosts the NWCA/Cliff 
Keen National Duals. More than 1,400 wrestlers and 80 teams will participate in the 
tournament, which is one of the largest national collegiate sporting events in the 
country. 
 
Contact Brian Pals at sportsdoor@wcfcourier.com 
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TENNESSEE-CHATTANOOGA 21, OREGON STATE 12 
 
125 â€“ Javier Maldonado (UTC) dec. Jake Gonzales 6-5; 133 â€“ Matt Keller (UTC) 
dec. Bobby Pfennings 10-3; 141 â€“ Josh Keefe (UTC) dec. Kyle Larson 8-3; 149 â€“ 
 
Aaron Martin (UTC) dec. Derek Kipperberg 7-0; 157 â€“ Jake Yost (UTC) dec. Keegan 
Davis 6-0; 165 â€“ Brett Arand (OSU) pinned Seth Garvin, 1:53; 174 â€“ Lloyd Rogers 
(UTC) dec. Jeremy Larson 4-3; 184 â€“ Kyle Bressler (OSU) dec. Mike Marable 10-9; 
197 â€“ Travis Gardner (OSU) dec. Josh Edmondson 3-0; 285 â€“ Matt Koz (UTC) 
dec. Ty Watterson 4-2. 
 
TENNESSEE-CHATTANOOGA 23, NORTHERN IOWA 15 
 
125 â€“ Maldonado (UTC) dec. Grant Ruge 10-2; 133 â€“ Keller (UTC) dec. Kyle 
Anson 14-2; 141 â€“ C.J. Ettelson (UNI) dec. Keefe 17-7; 149 â€“ Martin (UTC) dec. 
Ryan Osgood 2-0; 157 â€“ Moza Fay (UNI) dec. Yost 9-5; 165 â€“ Nick Baima (UNI) 
won by technical fall over Garvin, 20-5; 174 â€“Rogers (UTC) pinned Curt Zinnel, 6:09; 
184 â€“ Edmondson (UTC) dec. Danny Dunning 5-2; 197 â€“ Dallas Mitchell (UNI) 
dec. Marable 7-0; 285 â€“ Koz (UTC) dec. Andrew Anderson 4-3. 
 
OREGON STATE 25, NORTHERN IOWA 16 
 
125 â€“ Gonzales (OSU) dec. Ruge 12-3; 133 â€“ Pfennings (OSU) dec. Anson 8-2; 
141 â€“ Larson (OSU) pinned C.J. Ettelson, 1:13; 149 â€“ Kipperbreg (OSU) dec. 
Charlie Ettelson 11-5; 157 â€“ Fay (UNI) pinned Davis, 3:49; 165 â€“ Baima (UNI) dec. 
Arand 17-8; 174 â€“ Larson (OSU) dec. Alex Dolly 10-6; 184 â€“ Mitchell (UNI) dec. 
Bressler 7-4; 197 â€“ Anderson (UNI) dec. Gardner 6-2; 285 â€“ Watterson (OSU) 
won by forfeit. 
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