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Monday, February 12, 2007 

Mocs roll over VMI 
By Ward Gossett Assistant Sports Editor  

There was glitz, glamour, tradition and, most importantly, success 
Sunday at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga’s Maclellan 
Gym. 
 
The 14 th-ranked UTC wrestlers put on a show for the program’s 
former All-Americans, shutting out Southern Conference rival VMI 46-
0. Also among the crowd of more than 500 were university chancellor 
Dr. Roger Brown, athletic director Rick Hart, former chancellor Dr. 
Frederick Obear, parents of the 2006-07 seniors, and Baylor coach 
Jim Morgan, who coached the Mocs from 1969-1984. "It was great to 
have the All-Americans here. Those guys helped make this a great 
place, and we think this year’s seniors have reestablished that 
tradition," Mocs coach Chris Bono said. "It was really nice too for the 
seniors and the program to have several of our administrators here 
this afternoon." 
 
The music was cranked, the Sugar Mocs (UTC’s dance team) 
performed twice, enthusiastic announcer Russell Cliché was his usual 
perky self and kept the crowd into the match, the All-Americans who 
were able to attend were introduced individually, and the six seniors 
were recognized. A red carpet, spotlights and drama were all that was 
missing from the afternoon gala. 
 
Five of the seniors keyed the team’s win, which gave UTC its first 
undefeated home season since 1999-2000. While that team was 3-0, 
this year’s group improved to 15-1 overall, finished the Southern 
Conference schedule 5-0 and put up an 8-0 Big Mac mark. 
 
Among the Mocs’ former All-Americans who were able to attend the 
meet was Turner Jackson. The two-time NCAA Division II champ, who 
started the now-touted Bradley Central High School program upon 
graduation from UTC, was impressed by this year’s Mocs. 
 
"They look good. I wouldn’t want one of them grabbing hold of me," 
Jackson said. 
 
The Mocs grabbed hold of the crippled Keydets, who were missing two 
starters due to knee injuries, to secure their first shutout of the season. 
Included among the winners were seniors Matt Keller (133), Michael 
Keefe (141), Aaron Martin (149), Jake Yost (157) and T.J. Sayers (165). 
Yost won by pin, Sayers by forfeit, Keller by technical fall and Keefe 
and Martin by decision. Javier Maldonado (125) added a technical fall, 
Lloyd Rogers (174) a forfeit, Josh Edmondson (184) a decision, Nick 
Lorenzano (197) a pin and Matt Koz (285) a decision. 
 
Keefe’s victory was his first match since injuring his back on Jan. 21 at 
Central Michigan. 
 
"I felt rusty, but all the other guys wrestled well," said the former 
Ringgold star. 
 
"Wrestling at UTC has been a memorable experience. I have thought 
about my last home match, but I love it here so much. I really feel that 
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I have grown with every year I have been here.." 
 
Keefe, who is wrestling under his third head coach, was signed by 
then-coach Terry Brands but then left the program following Joe 
Seay’s lone year last season as Brands’ successor. 
 
"My reason for leaving left me," he said. "Coach Bono was here, and a 
lot of the problems that caused me to leave in the first place were 
straightened out." He and the other seniors, along with Bono, feel they 
will leave UTC a better place and the wrestling program in better 
shape. 
 
"The program has gotten better every year I’ve been here," Keefe said. 
 
Former Soddy-Daisy wrestler Yost and ex-Bradley Central standout 
Matt Keller agree. 
 
"We’ve got it going on the right track, and I feel Coach Bono’s doing a 
great job," Yost said. "They’re going to be young in some spots next 
season, but things are going to go well." 
 
"I know we are a tough bunch of guys," Keller said. "Some of them 
have mentioned being 14th in the country and I say, ‘so what?’ I want 
to be in the top five, and I believe we have that ability." 
 
Martin had the toughest fight Sunday, going scoreless for two periods 
against VMI’s Sam Alvenga, the nation’s 18 thranked 149-pounder. 
However, the eighth-ranked Martin turned in a flurry of third-period 
points on his way to a 7-0 victory. 
 
"These seniors are special," Bono said. "They’ve been leaders. We have 
a quality class of recruits lined up for next year and these seniors 
helped me get them here. They have led the way for our future, and 
they have reestablished the wrestling tradition at UTC." 
 
E-mail Ward Gossett at wgossett@timesfreepress.com UTC 46, VMI 0 
(Meet started at 125 pounds) 125 — Javier Maldonado (UTC) tech. fall 
over Jonathan Pope, 5:00; 133 — Matt Keller (UTC) tech. 
 
fall over Tyler Anthony, 4:53; 141 — Michael Keefe (UTC) dec. 
Brandon Franklin, 13-0; 149 — Aaron Martin (UTC) dec. Sam 
Alvarenga, 7-0; 157 — Jake Yost (UTC) pinned Tommy Cunningham, 
2:31; 165 — T.J. Sayers (UTC) won by forfeit; 174 — Lloyd Rogers 
(UTC) won by forfeit; 184 — Josh Edmondson (UTC) dec. Corry 
Murray, 8-2; 197 — Nick Lorenzano (UTC) pinned Kyle Elgert, 2:13; 
285 — Matt Koz (UTC) dec. Scott Buhman, 8-3. Records: UTC 15-1, 5-
0 Southern Conference; VMI 5-6, 2-2.  
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